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In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you require a modification or accommodation to
participate in this meeting, including the availability of assistive listening devices or agendas in alternative
formats, please contact the Kings County Behavioral Health Office at (6569) 852-2444 at least 48 hours prior
to the start of this meeting.

Regular Meeting Minutes
February 24, 2025 @ 12:00 p.m.
Kings County Behavioral Health
Meeting held via Microsoft Teams and in person
1222 W. Lacey Blvd, Hope Conference Room
Hanford, CA 93230

Call to Order & Welcome

Vice Chairperson, Ken Baird, called the Special Meeting of the Behavioral Health Advisory Board
(BHAB) to order, and Kathlene Barragan, Program Specialist with Kings County Behavioral Health
(KCBH), completed roll call of members.

Board Members Present
Ken Baird, Michelle Allen, Joe Neves, Wendy Osikafo, Debra Allen, Stephanie Huddleston

Vice Chairperson, Ken Baird noted that all six out of eight members were present.

Members Absent
Gloria Rede and Codi Pennington

Others Present
Monique Florez, Christi Lupkes, Danielle McFadden, Domingo Cruz, Dustin Biel, Ana Lopez, Jessika
Schnider, Jocelyn Dominguez

Review & Modification to Agenda
Vice Chairperson Ken Baird requested the year listed in the consent calendar be changed from
January 27, 2024, to January 27, 2025.

Opportunity for Public Comment
Vice Chairperson Ken Baird read the public comment instructions and opened the floor for any public
comment. No public comments were made online nor in person.

Consent Calendar

Vice Chairperson Ken Baird requested approval of 2025-02-001: February 24,2025, BHAB Special
Meeting. Debra Allen made the motion to approve the minutes and Joe Neves second the motion. Six
out of six were in favor (Ayes: KB/MA/JN/WO/DA/SH).

Action ltems
None scheduled.

Informational Agenda Items




Adult Outpatient Substance Use Disorder by Ana Lopez, Jessika Schnider,
SUD-SOC Program Updates
e Monique Florez promoted to SUD-SOC Program Manager
Outpatient Service Overview
o ASAM criteria explained: 6 dimensions used for client screening and service eligibility
e Acute intoxication/withdrawal potential
Biomedical conditions
Emotional, behavioral, and cognitive conditions
Readiness to change
Relapse potential
e Recovery/living environment
o Patient assessment and placement based on ASAM levels, ensuring appropriate care
intensity
o Early intervention and prevention services now offered to clients not meeting full
treatment criteria
e The system of care model includes level of care assessment, decision rule application,
and continuum of care, allowing for reassessment and treatment plan adjustments
Service Offerings
e Outpatient Drug Free (ODF) services:
e 9 hours/week for adults, 6 hours/week for adolescents
e Services: intake, assessment, counseling, crisis intervention, treatment
planning, patient education, medication services, MAT for OUD, and peer
support
e Locations: Hanford, Avenal, Corcoran (addressing transportation barriers)
e Intensive Outpatient Treatment (10T):
e 9-19 hours/week for adults, 6-19 hours/week for adolescents
e Same services as ODF except peer support
e Same locations as ODF
o MAT for OUD: Assists clients struggling with Fentanyl, Heroin, and Opioids, who are
less likely to comply with traditional services
Service Providers
e Champions:
e Operational in Hanford and pending certification in Avenal
o Offers IOT and ODF services in-person and via telehealth
e Provides male and female perinatal residential placements
o Participates in collaborative justice treatment court (CJTC)
e Recovery:
e Awaiting certification for operations in Corcoran and Hanford
o Will offer IOT, ODF, and MAT services once operational
e Plans for in-person and telehealth services
e Participating in CJTC
e Currently recruiting staff and preparing for outreach
System Updates
e SUD provider shortage addressed
o Legislative updates: AB 36, SB 349, AB 2081, AB 2995
e DMC/ODS waiver applied for service expansion, including:
e Care coordination
o Family therapy
e MAT for AUD and non-opioids
e Recovery services (now billable)
o Expected go-live date: July 1, 2026, or sooner, pending DHCS approval

Kings County Behavioral Health Advisory Board Annual Report by Christi Lupkes
¢ Ken, Michelle, and Debra agreed to be on the annual report committee.



e Christi has found examples from other county advisory board annual reports. Style and data
points will be selected to include into our annual report.
A draft of the annual report will be put together and presented to the committee.

e The report will be based on the calendar year and presented to the board in June.
The first committee meeting will be in March.

Staff Report
Dr. Lewis reported that interviews for Deputy Directors are underway and are expected to conclude

this week, while interviews for the Compliance Officer position have been completed. The Compliance
Officer will oversee patient health information privacy, Medicaid fraud and waste prevention, and
breach reporting, and will be required to obtain certification. Dr. Lewis also acknowledged the federal
budget and its potential impact on Medi-Cal. Christi Lupkes provided updates on departmental
initiatives, including the imminent release of the Homekey+ RFP with a two-week turnaround time, and
the upcoming BHCIP Round 2 application in May, focusing on community needs. The BH-Connect
program is a new initiative designed to work alongside and enhance existing programs, including
CalAlM, to strengthen California's behavioral health care system. It aims to enhance service quality
and reimbursement rates, including short-term IMD stays. Lastly, the department continues to monitor
SB 43, set to take effect on January 1, 2026.

Advisory Board Member Comments

Debra Allen informed us that Gloria Rede will be away for some time due to iliness. Amanda Verghese
emphasized that the new bylaws allow for requests for a leave of absence in cases of extenuating
circumstances. She also stressed the importance of attending meetings and the need to hold the
application review committee meeting. Additionally, Debra shared her speech that she will be
presenting at a conference in Sacramento, focusing on the importance of advocating for youth mental
health.

Oak Wellness Center Update
Debra Allen shared that the Oak Wellness Center will be planning for the 10" annual Mental Health
event on 5/21/25.

Future Agenda Items & Next Meeting
e Approval of Meeting Minutes from February 24, 2025, Behavioral Health Advisory Board
Meeting
o Next Regular Meeting Date: March 24, 2025
o ACT/FSP Program including Court Services and Housing Supportive Services

Adjourned at 1:39pm



