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SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES
December 4, 2023
Kings County Behavioral Health 
Zoom and In-Person Meeting
Call to Order & Welcome

Board Members Present:
Debra Allen, Michelle Allen, Ken Baird, Stephanie Huddleston, Joe Neves, Wendy Osikafo, Codi Pennington, Gloria Rede
Members Absent:  None
Others Present: Christi Lupkes, Diane Freeman, Willie Barrera, Sarah Harp, Chris Coffey, Amanda Verhaege, Lisa Lewis, Kelly Maestas, Alicia Austin-Townsend, Samantha Stack, Tony Afonso, Sara Florez, Desarine Lowe, Karen Ormsby, Ryan Campbell, Samantha Alaniz, Seng Leang Tang, Jarri Servadio
Review & Modification to Agenda

None.
Opportunity for Public Comment
Joe thanked Chris Coffey for her work as secretary on this board with congratulations on her retirement.
Consent Calendar
2023-12-001 Approval of Minutes: October 23, 2023 - Behavioral Health Advisory Board Meeting
Debra Allen made a motion to approve the consent calendar and Michelle Allen seconded. All were in favor. (Ayes: DA/MA/KB/SH/JN/WO/CP/GR)

Action Items

None.
Informational Agenda Items

Nomination Committee
Debra presented the Nomination Committee’s recommendation that the new officers for 2024 and 2025 will be Codi as Chairman and Ken as Vice Chairman.

Data Notebook
Amanda Verhaege, Behavioral Health, presented the details of the 2023 Kings County Data Notebook submission and, by Counsel’s approval, Ken made a motion to approve the Notebook for submission and Debra seconded. All were in favor. (Ayes: DA/MA/KB/SH/JN/WO/CP/GR)

Bylaws Committee
The committee has met and is recommending 10 members with 6 being the number for quorum. After this has been drafted, it will go back to the committee for final review and then sent to County Counsel for review and approval. 
Staff Report
Dr. Lisa Lewis, Director of Behavioral Health

Christi Lupkes, Deputy Director

· Discussed a Tarasoff Threat that occurred which was directed towards Dr. Lewis and the building she works in. She’s reached out to the Hanford Police Department who are on their way. Security will be in the front lobby to provide safety. The department has also reached out to Kings View and the Oak Wellness Center.

· Two Program Managers have already started with the Department and the department is still looking to hire a new Deputy Director.

· Mobile Crisis services are now beginning in the County.

· Received an update on SB43 and discussed unfunded state mandates.
· The Care Court work group has begun meeting.

· Congratulations to the secretary on her retirement.

Amanda Verhaege, Program Manager

· Introduced Jarri Servadio as part of the Contracts team who will be pitching in until the department hires a new office assistant for the team.
Advisory Board Member Comments
· Ken Baird
· Ken said the Family Support Group is enjoying meeting in the new building after 15 years of meeting together. He congratulated the secretary on her retirement.
· Codi Pennington
· Congratulations to the secretary on her retirement.
Oak Wellness Center Update

Debra noted the following:

· Leprino provided Thanksgiving dinner for the Oak Wellness Center and the Center had a pool tournament and bingo.
· On December 20th, they will have a holiday cookie event.
· The Center was awarded $500 by the Rotary Club.
Future Agenda Items & Next Meeting
· Minutes from December 4, 2023, Special Advisory Board Meeting

· Next Meeting Date: January 22, 2024
Adjourned @ 1:21 p.m.
