KINGS COUNTY KINGS COUNTY BEHAVIORAL HEALTH ADVISORY BOARD

BEHAVIORAL HEALTH Codi Pennington, Chair Ken Baird, Vice Chair

: : Wendy Osikafo, Board Member Joe Neves, Board Member
Llia D. LE]WIS’ ]P :D, Debra Allen, Board Member Stephanie Huddleston, Board Me
Rehavioral Healrh Direcror Michelle Allen, Board Member Vacant, Board Member
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In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you require a modification or accommodation to
participate in this meeting, including the availability of assistive listening devices or agendas in alternative
formats, please contact the Kings County Behavioral Health Office at (559) 852-2444 at least 48 hours prior
to the start of this meeting.

Regular Meeting Minutes
June 2, 2025 @ 12:00 p.m.
Kings County Behavioral Health
Meeting via Microsoft Teams (invite below) and in person
1222 W. Lacey Blvd, Hope Conference Room
Hanford, CA 93230

Call to Order & Welcome

Chairperson Codi Pennington called the Special Meeting of the Behavioral Health Advisory
Board (BHAB) to order, and Kathlene Barragan, Program Specialist with Kings County
Behavioral Health (KCBH), completed roll call of members.

Board Members Present

Codi Pennington, Ken Baird, Joe Neves, Wendy Osikafo, Debra Allen, Stephanie Huddelston
Chairperson Codi Pennington noted that all six out of eight members were present.

Members Absent

Gloria Rede, Michelle Allen

Others Present

Iris Gitcho, Dani Ibarra, Irvin Zapien, Domingo Cruz, Brenda Tamayo-Pagan, Danielle Mcfaden,
Christi Lupkes, Brett Woolman, Antonio Lopez, Polo Ortiz, Mary Jewell, Jenny Sanchez, Lisa
Lewis, Khadija Kennedy

Review & Modification to Agenda

Chairperson Codi Pennington requests that the Consent Calendar items date be changed from
April 28, 2024 to April 28,2025. Christi Lupkes has asked for the MHSA Public Comment be
Closed and moved to the actionable items section and the vote to cancel June’s meeting.

Opportunity for Public Comment

Chairperson Codi Pennington read the public comment instructions and opened the floor for any
public comments. Jennifer Sanchez, Psynergy Admissions manager, introduced herself and gave
an overview of the company's facilities and the services.

Consent Calendar




KINGS COUNTY KINGS COUNTY BEHAVIORAL HEALTH ADVISORY BOARD

BEHAVIORAL HEALTH Codi Pennington, Chair Ken Baird, Vice Chair
: : Wendy Osikafo, Board Member Joe Neves, Board Member
Llia D. LﬁWIS’ ]P ]I:D, Debra Allen, Board Member Stephanie Huddleston, Board Me
Rehavioral Healrh Direcror Michelle Allen, Board Member Vacant, Board Member
Vacant, Board Member Vacant, Board Member

Approval of Minutes: April 28, 2025, Behavioral Health Advisory Board Regular Meeting. The
motion was given first by Ken Baird and second by Debra Allen.

Ayes: CP/KB/IN/SH/DA/MC
Action Items

2025-06-02: MHSA FY24/25 Public Hearing and Annual Update

Brenda Tamayo-Pagan, MHSA Program Manager at Behavioral Health, opened the public
hearing for comments on the Mental Health Services Act (MHSA) Fiscal Year 25/26 Annual
Update. Brenda stated that no comments from the public were received. No comments were made
during public comment. All were in favor of the MHSA FY 25/26 Annual Update.

Ayes: CP/KB/JN/SH/DA/MC
2025-06-03: Canceling June 23, 2025, regular meeting
Ayes: CP/KB/JN/SH/DA/MC

Informational Agenda Items

KCAO Programs and Services KCAO

Kings Community Action Organization (KCAO) provides a wide range of support services for
individuals and families in Kings County, CA, with a mission of helping people and changing
lives since 1965.

Key Program Areas
1. Child Care Programs

o (alifornia Alternative Payment Program (CAPP): Subsidized childcare for
working, training, or job-seeking parents.

e (CalWORKSs Stages I-III: Childcare support for children ages 0—13 using
licensed/unlicensed providers.

e CCIP (Child Care Initiative Project): Training for aspiring licensed childcare
providers.

e Resource & Referral (R&R): Matches families with childcare options and supports
providers.

e Community Resource Center & Toy Lending Library: Materials for providers and
families.
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e Emergency Child Care (Foster Children): Temporary care for foster families.
e Home Visiting Program: In-home support and education for families.
2. Family Resource Center
o Kettleman City FRC: Local access point for services and referrals.
3. Early Childhood Education
e Head Start & Early Head Start: Full-service early education for children ages 0-5.
e EHS-Child Care Partnerships: Full-day care for working families.
o Migrant & Seasonal Head Start: All-day care for children of agricultural workers.

e (alifornia State Preschool Program (CSPP): Preschool for 3—4-year-olds with
part/full-day options.

4. Food & Nutrition
o TEFAP (Emergency Food Assistance): Free USDA food distributions countywide.
e Summer Food Services (SFSP): Free summer meals for kids under 18.

e Day Care Homes (DCH): Reimbursements for meals in licensed home child care
settings.

o CalFresh Healthy Living: Promotes nutrition and physical activity through
education and outreach.

5. Tax Program

e VITA (Volunteer Income Tax Assistance): Free tax prep for low- to moderate-
income individuals.

6. Home & Energy
o Utility Assistance: Help with electric, gas, and water bills.

o Weatherization Program: Increases energy efficiency and reduces home utility
costs.

7. Housing Assistance

e Housing First Model: Permanent housing without preconditions for people
experiencing homelessness.
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o Senior & Veterans Rental Assistance: Targeted support for seniors, veterans, and
flood-impacted households.

o Behavioral Health Bridge Housing: KCAO oversees this housing program to
support individuals with behavioral health needs transitioning from homelessness
into stability.

8. Crisis Support Services

e Barbara Saville Shelter: Safe housing for survivors of domestic violence,
trafficking, or homelessness.

e Domestic Violence & Sexual Assault Services: Counseling, shelter, legal support,
and advocacy.

e PREA Support: Advocacy for incarcerated survivors of sexual assault.
e Human Sex Trafficking & Elder Abuse Support: Tailored crisis and legal support.
e 24-Hour Crisis Hotline: 1-877-727-3225

9. Volunteer Opportunities

e Roles available in classrooms, food programs, crisis services, clerical support, tax
prep, and internships.

Contact KCAO

e Website: www.kcao.org

e Phone: (559) 582-4386

o Text “taxes” to (559) 242-9967 or “energy” to (559) 314-3627 for updates
Nominations for FY 25/26 BHAB Officers Chairperson

Chairperson Codi Pennington opened the floor for BHAB officer nominations. The current Chair
and Vice Chair have been voted to continue as Chair and Vice Chair.

Staff Report Lisa D. Lewis, Ph.D., KCBH

Assistant Director Christi Lupkes gave a yearly review of the BHAB presentations for the
remainder of 2025 and 2026. This is a draft and open for discussion and suggestions. The retreat
idea was proposed and will be discussed at the next meeting, as the BHAB is expected to move
forward with two new members. It was also mentioned that Good Samaritan was awarded the
BHCIP grant.

Advisory Board Member Comments
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Family Support Group:

Ken Baird addressed reports that their meeting went well. He mentioned that they did not have a
crisis of the week (COW). Their group has been more open and connected. He also praised the
Mental Health Walk.

HeadStart Funding Alert:
Debra Allen said HeadStart will be funded.

0Oak Wellness Center Update

Debra reported that over 400 people attended the Mental Health Walk. She was a presenter at the
Walk and presented her speech to the meeting. Oak Wellness Center cannot wait for next year's
event.

Future Agenda Items & Next Meeting

e Approval of Meeting Minutes from June 2, 2025, Behavioral Health Advisory Board
Meeting

e Next Regular Meeting Date: July 28, 2025
o BHAB Annual Report Draft
o FY 25/26 Annual Budget Update
o Retreat Planning

Adjourned at 1:26 PM



