Why T.I.P.P?
You and your family can work together with
the school and community agencies to address the root cause of an attendance problem. Research shows that the combination
of mediation, counseling and connecting to
people in the schools and the community
can help reduce truancy.

This program is sponsored by Kings County
Behavioral Health in collaboration with the
District Attorney’s Office, Kings County Office of Education and Kings County SARB.

For Enrollment Information Call:
559-852-2415
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The Partnership

T.I.P.P. has evolved out of true partnership between
SARB, the Office of Education, the District Attorney’s Office, and Kings County Behavioral Health.
With increasing issues of Truancy, and its impact
on the community, T.I.P.P. was formed. In 2012,
various partners began a collaboration process that
would not only address the issues of truancy, but
also provided youth and families with tools and resources to eliminate truancy in the community.

The Goal
The goal of T.I.P.P. and the Life Steps Program is basic: to reduce youth and family involvement in the
criminal justice system, prevent school failure, develop healthier families through skill development
and service linkage, and provide tools and resources to eliminate truancy in the community.

The Approach
From the on-set, SARB and the DA’s office were
open to any ideas and encouraged creative and innovative approaches. Behavioral Health staff participates in the various SARB Boards, where they
provide insight and linkage. Behavioral Health developed a program called Life Steps, which focuses on developing skills, boundaries, and increased
awareness for the parents. Parents learn of and address root causes of truancy. Life Steps uses speakers, activities, art, role play, and therapy in a group
setting. It is facilitated by a therapist to provide
families with assistance to reduce causes of truancy
in a culturally appropriate manner. T.I.P.P. and Life
Steps is funded through the Mental Health Services
Act (Prop 63).

Life Steps
AN INTENSIVE 1 DAY COURSE OFFERED IN BOTH
ENGLISH & SPANISH FOCUSING ON:
• Identifying parenting styles/roles
• Setting boundaries and limits
• Out of control behavioral management
• Tough Love
• Learning to take responsibility
• Healthy decision making
• Drug addiction and mental health issues
• Formulation

Additional Services
•
•
•
•

Referrals’ and Linkages
CAST/WhyTry? Programs
SHOES Club & MEDYA Programs
Ages & Stages Questionnaire Screenings

The Referral Process
Groups are limited to 15 participants per session
and minimum of 3. The SARB or referring agency will complete the referral form and direct participants to Behavioral Health (participants must
make contact within 24hrs of referral). Behavioral
Health will contact the participant for an intake/assessment, and then be assigned to the next appropriate group session. Groups & services are offered
in English & Spanish.

10 Reasons For
Truancy Prevention
1. Helps students to achieve a higher level of selfworth and a sense of accomplishment.
2. Facilitates better communication within families and builds partnerships between families and
schools.
3. Contributes to a healthier home and school environment.
4. Provides schools with an alternative method for
reducing poor attendance.
5. Provides a model of communication that is positive, respectful, and honest.
6. Reducing truancy can help prevent more serious
problems like vandalism, drug abuse, and gang association.
7.Demonstrates that there are many solutions to a
problem and allows individuals to look at problems
as challenges.
8. Breaks down misunderstandings and builds a
sense of respect and openness among parties.
9. Clarifies ways the solution could change and
identifies steps for making changes.
10. Acknowledged by educators and truancy officers
as an effective tool.

